
Minutes Presbytery of Boston Council  
January 23, 2020 
 
The council met via Adobe Connect. 

Attendance: 
 
David Dorer (Moderator), Sarah Hathaway, Katie Cole, Su Young Kim, Katie Cole, Kristin 
Rinehimer, Mark Wells, Thatcher Freeborn 
 
Non-voting: T. J. DeMarco (Stated Clerk), Andy Parmelee (Treasurer),  
Guest: Eric Markman to speak to Grant Request 
 

Convene 
 
The meeting opened with prayer at 7:05 PM. The council approved the minutes from its 
previous meeting on November 21, 2019. The Council approved the agenda submitted in 
advance of the meeting by the moderator.  
 

Review of Grant Request from Mandarin Bible Study Fellowship 
 
This grant request located in Appendix A of these minutes were submitted to the council in 
advance of the meeting for review. Eric Markman joined the council for this portion of the 
meeting to explain the nature of the Bible Study and answer questions.  
 
The council approved the request to disburse $23,000 to the Mandarin Bible Study fellowship 
to be disbursed from funds managed by the Presbytery Trustees at the discretion of the 
Presbytery trustees.  
 
The council endorsed the grant request from the Mandarin Bible Study to the Synod of the 
Northeast.  
 

Treasurer Report 
 By: Andy Parmelee 
 
The treasurer submitted financial reports in advance of the meeting.  
 

Budget Task Force 
 



At its previous meeting, the council asked members to speak with congregations about their 
experience of the Presbytery. Members were charged with asking two questions: 
 
What are your expectations of Presbytery? 
What do you wish your congregation could outsource? 
 
Katie Cole reported that she spoke to the session of Fourth Presbyterian Church and they feel 
grateful to the Presbytery for past support but are unclear about what the relationship should 
look now.  
 
The moderator invited members to consider potential follow-up questions if sessions are 
unsure about how to answer either of these questions.  

Follow-up Discussion on Meeting with Paul Grier of the Presbyterian 
Foundation 
 
The council reviewed the conversation with Paul Grier and discussed the following possibilities: 
 

• How can the communications coordinator help support communicating how Presbytery 
supports congregations and ministers? 

• We could try an exercise where we review our mission statement and think about 
specific ways in which we fulfill it.  

Nominating Committee 
 
Council directed the moderator to ask several Presbytery members to consider serving on the 
Nominating Committee 
 

Stated Clerk 
 By: T. J. DeMarco 
 
The Stated Clerk submitted the draft agenda for the next Presbytery meeting and the council 
provided input. 
 
The Stated Clerk reported that the Needham Administrative Commission has begun its work. 
The Commission needs one more member at this time.  
 

Resource Presbyter 
 By: Cindy Kohlmann 
 
The Resource Presbyter was unable to attend, but submitted the following report in writing: 



 
 



 
 
 
 

Budget Task Force  
 
The budget task force will need to present a motion at the March meeting on how to cover the 
budget from March through September for 2020 budget.  
The budget task force should meet between now and the next council meeting and report at 
the next council meeting.  
 



Committee on Ministry 
No report. 
 

Committee on Preparation for Ministry 
 
Kristin Rinehimer reported that CPM has received Nathan Leach as an Inquirer. He is a member 
at Hyde Park. They plan to meet with JY Lee from Fourth Presbyterian in February.  
 
The committee has an email address:  
bostonprescpm@gmail.com 

Mission and Congregations 
 
Katie Cole reported that the committee is working toward creating a gathering for each month 
when there is not a Presbytery meeting.  
 

Trustees 
 
The trustees submitted their minutes to the council. The investment sub-committee continues 
to work on divestment from fossil fuels and have been in dialogue with Rob Mark on this. The 
trustees as well as the investment sub-committee are considering how to create an endowment 
fund and will have a report on this work soon.  
 

Nominating Committee 
 
Meagan Manas has accepted a nomination to the trustees. There are currently 5 vacancies on 
COM and the committee is working to staff this committee. There is 1 vacancy on the 
Permanent Judicial Commission.  
 

Adjourn 
Katie Cole closed the meeting with prayer at 8:30 PM. 



Appendix A: Grant Request from Mandarin Bible Study Fellowship 
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