
Presbytery of Boston 
September 14, 2023 Stated Presbytery Mee�ng 

Order of Worship 
 
 
Opening Prayer:  Eternal God, you have called us this evening from many homes 

and communi�es as members of Your one body. Guide us in this 
�me together, and so fill us with your Spirit, that in faith, hope 
and love we may worship you.  

 
Opening Hymn:  Breathe on me Breath of God 
 
Call to Confession: The proof of God’s love is that while we were sinners, Christ 

died for us. Because we have faith in him, we can dare with 
confidence to approach God seeking forgiveness for our sins. 

 
Prayer of Confession (Unison): Merciful God, we humble ourselves in your presence, 

confessing our unworthiness and our sinfulness in your sight. 
We have broken your holy law. We have not sought first your 
kingdom and righteousness. We have been anxious and 
troubled about many things, and have neglected the things 
that belong to our peace. We have not loved our neighbor as 
ourselves, or done to others as we would want them to do to 
us. Gracious God and heavenly Father, you gave your Son Jesus 
Christ, to save us from our sins. Free us from our self-
centeredness so we may love You and love others, and thus 
bring honor to Your Name. Through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and Savior, Amen. 

 
Assurance of Pardon: The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, 

abounding in love. He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor 
his anger forever; he does not treat us as our sins deserve or 
repay us according to our iniqui�es. For as high as the heavens 
are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our 
transgressions from us.  

 
Response (Unison):  Thanks be to God. 
 
Scripture:  Romans 13:8-10 

8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing 
debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has 
fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not 
commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not 
steal,” “You shall not covet,”[a] and whatever other 
command there may be, are summed up in this one 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20119%3A33-40%2CEzekiel%2033%3A7-11%2CRomans%2013%3A8-14%2CMatthew%2018%3A15-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28276a


command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”[b] 10 Love does 
no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of 
the law. 

Reflec�on:   
 
Small Group Discussion: 10 min small group sharing based on reflec�on ques�ons: 

• What/How is the law of God fulfilled in loving our neighbors 
as ourselves? 

• What makes it challenging to help you prac�ce love that 
fulfills God’s law? (fear, judgement, difference, etc.) What 
helps you to prac�ce love that fulfills the law? (empathy, 
inten�on, rela�onship, etc.)  

• What ac�ons might we take, as individuals and as a 
presbytery support one another in loving to fulfil the law? 

 
Closing Hymn and Offering:  We are One in the Spirit  
 Offering: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
 
Closing Prayer:  By your will, O God, we go out into the world with good news of 

your undying love, and ac�ons to minister in the midst of 
human need, showing the wonders of your grace.  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20119%3A33-40%2CEzekiel%2033%3A7-11%2CRomans%2013%3A8-14%2CMatthew%2018%3A15-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28276b
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